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ABSTRACT - ^ ‘ . 

y \ Institutions granting 4-year or higher degrees were 

asked' in . 1970-71 to supply basic information about faculty load 
policies and practices.. Responses were received from 1,101 
institutions that employed 222, 053 faculty. The mdSt frequently 
reported base used to- define faculty .load is the semester hour,; 
followed by the quartet hour and contact hour.' Tfcfe mean and median • 
•normal load is 12 semester hours for .faculty .teaching^vyidergraduate 
courses in the institutions reporting faculty loa*d policies in 
semester hours, and/or thbse institutions where faculty lpad is 
expressed *in quarter or contact hours the mean normal load is 13 
hours and the median- is 12 hours. The mean and n^edian trtaximum load 
teaching undergraduate courses is 14 semester hours or 15 quarter or 
contact hours. The mean. normal teaching' load for faculty teaching 
graduate courses is. 11 semester, quarter op contact hours,, and the * 
'median normal load/is 9. semester jar’ 10 quarter or contact\hours. The 
mean* maximum teaching load for faculty teaching graduate courses is 
,1 1 semester, _ quartter or Contact hours, and the' median maximum load is 
12 semester or quarter hours and 11 contact’ hours, (HS) ' 
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1NSM I UT10NS CHAN TING the 4-year or higher 
degree were asked in\l 970-7 1 to supply basic infor- 
mation about faculty load policies and practices. 
Responses were received, from f.IOl institutions 
which employed 222.05 3 faculty. The responding 
institutions represented about 65.7 percent of the 
1*676 4-vear institutions listed in the Education 
directory: Higher Eduea\tot\ 9 1970 7 L published 
by the U.S. Office of Education. The 356 respond- 
ing public institutions represented 80.5 percent of 
all public 4-year institutions and the 744 respond- 
ing nonpublic institutions represented 60.3 percent 
of all nonpublic 4-year institutions. 



Documented Policy 

, Existence of documented policy -of institu- 
tional regulations and/or guidelines for the load of 
-** full time teaching faculty*, (including full-time fac- 
ulty \$ho teach) was reported .by 502 institutions, 
45.6 percent of those responding to the question- 
naire: -by 43.0 percent of the public institutions 
and 46.9 percent of... the nonpublic; by 44.0 per- 
cent of 284, universities and 46.1*pcrcent of 817 
colleges. , , 
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Base fyr Defining Faculty Load 

The summary in Tabic 1 shows that the most 
frequently "reported base used to define faculty 
load is the semester hour, tbjs being reported by 
mo lie than two-thirds of the institutions"(67.2 per- 
cent). The second most* frequently reported base is 
contact houry reported by almost one-fifth <of the 
• institutions (19.0 percent). Ranking third in ire- 
' qu'cncy of reported use is quarter hours, reported 
'by abouf one-eighth of the institutions ( 1 3:6 per- 
f cent). Quarter hours are used more widely in pub- 
lic thafi/n private institutiojis. 

Use of a measure other than those identified in 
the questionnaire is reported by about one-sixth of 
the nonpublic colleges, about 1/10 of the public 
/and nonpublic universities, and by only one public 
college in 20. Only a few of these institutions spec- 
ified the components of elicit base for expressing 
normal h^ad for teaching faculty. 



Institutions w^ya: asked to report the" normal 
load and maximuinload policy or practice for fac- 
ulty involved with courses where instruction typi- 
cally is lecture, lecture-recitation, or lecture-discus- 
sion. This definition of faculty to whom the load 
policy applies was used Jo exclude from the survey 
the variations in faculty load which may be appro- 
priate for courses where instruction typically is tu- 
torial, supervised independent study, demonstra- 
tion, or laboratory. 
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Load of Faculty Teaching Undergraduate Courses 

The mean and mcdiaiwiormn/ load is 12 semes- 
ter hours for faculty teaching undergraduate 
r courses in the 648 institutions reporting faculty 
load policies in semester hours. A nprmal teaching 
load of 12 hours is reported most frequently, by 
about two-thirds of the institutions. Information in 
Table 2- is listed by type of institution because dif- 
ferences are greater belweyn universities and col- 
leges than between public and nonpublic institu- 
tions. Universities are defined as complex institu- 
tions having three or more separately organized 
schools; institutions having the legal title of univer- 
sity are not necessarily classified as uniyersities in 
the summary. About one in six universities (1 6.9 
percent) which employs more than one-fourth of 
x the faculty employed in* all universities (27.3 per-* 
cent) has a normal load of 9 semester Hours. . 

The mean and median maximum load for fac- 
ulty teaching undergraduate courses -is 1 4 semester 
hours in the 526 institutions reporting. However, 
the most frequently reported maximum load is 12 
semester hours; this is reported by 39.5 percent of 
the r5 fnstitutions which employ 53.3 percent of. the 
faculty. A maximum load of 12 semester hours is 
reported by more than, half of the universities 
(56.9 percent) which employ about 6/10 of the 
faculty in universities (61.9 percent). The differ- 
ences in faculty load policies of universities and 
colleges is summarized in the' median load of 12 
hours in universities and 15 hours in colleges. 

Where faculty load is expressed in quarter or 
contact Hours, the mean normal load is 13 hours 
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